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Robert Patterson, son of William and Margaret Donnell Patterson

Robert Patterson was the gggggg-grand father of this writer. He was also the grand father of the John Patterson who married Margaret Black, both of whom were born in York Co., SC in the 1760’s and died in Union Co., GA in the 1840’s and ‘50’s, respectively. John and Margaret Black Patterson were the gggg-grand parents of this writer.

Robert Patterson was born before 1720. The exact date and location of his birth are not yet confirmed, but more evidence is being uncovered periodically. More documentation is needed to determine whether Robert was born as early as 1700 – 1705, or as late as 1715 - 1720. In either case, it is most likely that he was born in N. Ireland, being of “Scotch-Irish” descent. 

Robert was first located in the old Orange Co., VA records in the 1740’s (the Will of Margaret Adams – 1744). The location in which Robert lived was an area that was called Linville Creek (LC), just west of the town of Harrisonburg, VA. By the mid 1740’s Augusta County began recording official documents, which included this LC region. Today, LC and the town of Harrisonburg are in Rockingham Co. 

There were no less than four adult aged Robert Pattersons in Augusta Co., VA by 1760, thus the root of much confusion which has circulated among so many genealogists, this writer included. One must try to understand all of the Robert Patterson families in order to differentiate between them, and even then it’s not that simple. Three of these four Robert Pattersons are part of one overall family. However, this writer’s ancestor Robert Patterson was the other Robert. He may have been related to the other three, but not as closely as they were to each other. For future reference, this writer has designated his ancestor as Robert (A), and the other three Roberts as Robert (B1, B2, and B3). Robert (A) will also be referred to as Robert of LC at times later in this document.
Robert (B1) was born circa (ca.) 1704 in County Antrim, Ireland
. Robert (B1) was the son of William and Janet Erwin Patterson. According to Johnston, this William Patterson died in 1745 in Londonderry, Chester Co., PA. Robert’s (B1) family appears to have immigrated between 1737 and 1740 from Ireland to America. By 1740 or shortly thereafter he and his wife Frances and their four oldest children were in Augusta Co., VA, where the remainder of their children were born. Their six children were named Mary, John, Thomas, Elizabeth, Abigail, and Isabel. They appear to have been born between 1728 and 1741 approximately. Robert (B1) lived the remainder of his life in Augusta Co., VA. His Will was probated in 1774 on November 16.
 
Robert (B1) was the third of about seven children of William and Janet Erwin Patterson
. He was the namesake for two of his nephews. His brothers John and Nathaniel Patterson both named sons Robert Patterson, and they were the B2 and B3 that also showed up in many of the Augusta Co., VA records from 1750 on. 

Robert (B2) Patterson was the son of Nathaniel and Isabella Erwin Patterson. He was born 1727 and died in 1791. For many years this Robert’s birth year was mistakenly attributed to Robert (A) Patterson. Robert (B2) Patterson’s family is well documented by Johnston and other genealogists, such as Shirley McCoy, thus this writer will not go into further details on him at this time, other than to mention that this Robert married Elizabeth King ca. 1750 - 1752 and was the father of a William Patterson who was born 10-21-1753 in Augusta Co., VA.

Robert (B3) Patterson was the son of John and Jane _____ Patterson. He was born ca. 1740 in Augusta Co., VA. This Robert married Martha _____ after 1765 in Augusta Co., VA and was the father of John and Jean Patterson.
Robert Patterson of Linville Creek

Having briefly scanned the families of the three closely related Robert Pattersons of Augusta Co., VA who were born by 1740, consider the evidence regarding Robert (A) Patterson, son of William and Margaret Donnell Patterson. This Robert was clearly born before 1720, and may have been born as early as 1700 - 1705. The complicated maze of unlocking the truth to his birth year must first begin in the year 1744.
Robert Patterson had been living on property near Linville Creek (LC) for a short time, perhaps a few years. His mother had acquired a land patent in Orange Co., VA under the name of “Mary Adams”. This deserves an explanation. 
Robert’s mother was named Margaret Donnell
,
 according to most genealogy records this writer has seen. However, some official document stating such, would go a long way to proving that her maiden name was, in fact, Donnell. Perhaps her first or middle name was Mary, as well. 
Margaret first married William Patterson, and by him gave birth to Robert Patterson. If there were more children born to this marriage, this writer has not uncovered such evidence. Robert’s father William died when Robert was very young. Soon thereafter (perhaps as early as 1705, but no later than 1720) Margaret remarried to John Adams. To this marriage was born at least one child (Samuel Adams), but most likely there were at least four children (this will be explained later). In 1744 Margaret Adams wrote her Will in which she named four children (Robert Patterson, Jane Love, Elizabeth, and Samuel Adams) and three grandchildren (Mary Patterson - daughter of Robert Patterson, Margaret Dollinson, and Esther Harrison). Margaret’s Will was not probated until March 15, 1770. Two months later, in May of 1770, Margaret’s grandson Samuel Adams, Jr. (who was living in NC at the time) gave power of attorney to his 1st cousin’s husband Joseph Dictum (husband of Rachel Love) regarding the legacy that he inherited from his father, Samuel Adams (who had died in Augusta Co., VA in 1748). 
Page 315.--15th May, 1770. Samuel Adams, of North Carolina, to Joseph Dictum, power of attorney to convey 340 acres on Linvel's Creek, devised by Margaret Adams and from him descended to Samuel as eldest son and heir, having been patented in the name of Mary Adams. Title yet to be made to Samuel.

This record indicates that Margaret’s original land patent in the former Orange Co., VA was under the name of Mary Adams. This might also explain why her son Robert Patterson named his first daughter Mary Patterson. The land indicated above was the said land on LC. Linville Creek is the key to identifying Robert (A) Patterson from the rest of the Robert Pattersons of Augusta Co., VA during the 1740’s through the 1760’s. 
There were other records that identify Robert Patterson, son of Margaret Donnell Patterson Adams with the LC area of Augusta Co., VA. 

William Wright vs. Thomas Linville.--Writ 11th March, 1745. Thomas Linville told Robert Patterson that he had paid to William Wright a certain sum of money which was due to said Wright's father. Order by William Wright's, 10th December, 1744, to Robert Patterson to collect the account.

Thomas Linville lived in that area of Augusta that later became Rockingham Co. Specifically, Linville Creek was named after him. This writer suggests that the Robert Patterson mentioned in this item was Robert (A) because of the location of the other individuals. Thomas Linville left the area in the latter 1740’s to move to Rowan Co., NC. There were other individuals from this area who followed suit, such as members of the Samuel and Lydia Stewart family. Samuel Harrison did so as well, but later returned to Augusta Co., VA. Samuel Harrison’s older brother, Isaiah Harrison, Jr. is also known to have left the colony of VA for NC by the end of the 1740’s.
 
These Harrisons, plus the families of Samuel and Lydia Stewart, the Cravens family, and many of the Blacks of Augusta Co., VA lived in this LC area or close by. Just to the east of LC is the town of Harrisonburg, named after Thomas Harrison, brother of Isaiah Harrison, Jr. In that town is a creek called Black’s Run, named after the Black families who lived in that area, such as Mathew and Mary Black, and their son Robert Black and his wife Madge (Maggie) Cravens. There is also another Black’s Run (possibly the beginning of the same creek) that is west of the town of Harrisonburg, and its waters actually flow into the same waters as Patterson Creek before they both eventually flow into Linville Creek.
Many of these same Cravens, Harrisons, and Blacks moved to Craven Co., SC in the 1760’s. During that time, parts of Craven Co., SC was also known as Mecklenburg Co., NC and then later Tryon Co., NC. By the 1770’s it was settled that it was York Co., SC. This writer mentions these facts because many of the LC families are documented to have moved to one of the above Carolina locations or the other, but in each case they were going to the exact same location – Clark’s Fork of Bullocks Creek which is in modern day York Co., SC.
Two Robert Patterson Land Patents in Augusta Co., VA
Further LC records regarding Robert (A) Patterson show the importance of pinpointing the land that these individuals resided upon, such as LC. There were two land patents in Augusta Co., VA involving a Robert Patterson. The first was in 1756 while the second was in 1764. This writer has seen information on the Internet attributing both patents to Robert (B1) Patterson and even other Roberts. At one time, this writer thought that perhaps both of these patents really belonged to Robert (A). However, there seems to be enough evidence to warrant a third possibility, one that is more believable. 

This writer believes that the 1756 patent belonged to Robert (B1) Patterson, son of William and Janet Erwin Patterson. It appears that he left the 193.5 acres to his son-in-law Alexander Stuart in 1767. That patent is as follows: 

August 16, 1756 Robert Patterson received a Patent in Augusta Co., VA for 193 1/2 acres "on both sides the South River of Shanando".

This patent belonged to Robert (B1) Patterson. The Massanutten Mountain runs from the southwest to the northeast. There are two forks (or “rivers”) of the Shenandoah River. The north Fork (which Linville Creek flows into) runs on the north side of the Massanutten Mountain (MM). The South Fork (described as “South River” in the 1756 patent) flows along the southern side of the MM. Both forks flow northeasterly and join beyond the northeastern end of the mountain. This Robert (B1) Patterson’s patent was on the south fork of the River. In other words, he lived on the other side of the mountain from all of the Harrisons, Cravens, Adams, Blacks, and Robert Patterson of LC. 
Linville Creek flows to the northeast also, into the North Fork of the Shenandoah River. There are many head branches of LC, such as Patterson Creek, Black’s Run, Gum Run, Skidmore Fork, etc. All of these head branches are to the southwest of LC, which means this area where the LC families in question lived, is even further west from the South Fork of the Shenandoah River families. There is absolutely NO way at all that the 1756 patent could be anywhere close to the 1764 patent. Today they are in separate counties, and still separated by a large mountain, an Interstate highway, the city of Harrisonburg, and many miles. This is an important distinction to make since the 1764 land patent description states that it was “…joining the land the said Patterson lives on.”
In April 1763, Alexander Stewart (Stuart) sued his father-in-law Robert (B1) Patterson because he (Alexander) and his wife Mary, daughter of Robert Patterson, did not get as much of the estate as the other children of Robert. In 1767, which was seven years before Robert died, he left this land patent (the 1756 patent) to his son-in-law Alexander Stuart.

The second land patent for a Robert Patterson took place in 1764, which involved 265 acres (not mentioned in Robert (B1) Patterson’s Will or any other Deeds for Robert (B1)):

265 acres "on one of the head branches of Linvels Creek joining the land the said Patterson lives on."

What is now called Patterson Creek is southwest of LC. This writer believes this creek is on the land that Robert Patterson received in this Land Patent. Jeremiah Harrison’s patent was near the south side of LC. Jeremiah Harrison was a son-in-law of Margaret Adams, and therefore a brother-in-law of Robert Patterson of LC. Other families who lived on the south side of LC were the Adams, Cravens, Harrisons, Stewarts (Samuel and Lydia), etc. I would suggest that the phrase in the second patent “joining the land the said Patterson lives on” has NOTHING to do with the first patent, but simply refers to the fact that he already lived on land next to it – land that he had been “given” by his mother Margaret Adams (land which he would later disclaim any rights to, in 1770). 
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Figure 1 - The Town of Harrisonburg, VA with Linville Creek & its Head Branches to the West
This map shows the town of Harrisonburg (bottom right); in that same corner is a creek called Black’s Run; going north from there you can see Linville Creek; then to the west almost all the way to the left of the map is Patterson Creek. All of these creeks are “head branches” that eventually flow north into Linville Creek and/or the North Fork of the Shenandoah River.
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Figure 2 - More Head Branches of LC to the West of LC, including Patterson Creek, Black Run, & Gum Run
This map is on the same vertical plane as the previous map, it’s just presenting the landscape more to the west of the previous map. Patterson Creek is now in the middle, but more to the right; notice to the west is Black Run, and even further west is Gum Run. The modern day border with West Virginia is only a few miles to the west of this layout. Was Gum Run named after Jacob Gum, one of the testators of Margaret Adams’ 1744 Will?
Additional Linville Creek Clues Regarding 
Robert Patterson and His Associated Families
Here is yet another LC clue regarding Robert (A) Patterson:

Deeds of Augusta County, Virginia, pages 55-56

Sold 143 acres of land for five shillings

August 11, 1766

This indenture made the 11 Day of August in the year of our Lord 1766 between SAMUEL STEWART of the Province of NORTH CAROLINA yeoman of the County of ROWAN of the one part and JACOB COPLIN of the County of Augusta and colony of Virginia of the other part witnesseth that the said SAMUEL STEWART for in consideration of the sum of 5 shillings current money of Virginia to him in hand paid by the said JACOB COPLIN at or before the sealing and delivery of these present the receipt whereof hereby acknowledged hath granted, bargained and sold unto the said JACOB COPLIN and to his heirs forever a certain tract or parcel of land lying and being in the County of Augusta on the south forks of Linnville Creek containing 143 acres granted to said Stuart by patent bearing the date 5 Sept. 1749 bounded as follows:

Beginning at a white oak and a red oak on the east side of the branch and runneth thence north 80 degrees and west 19 poles to Ralson’s line and with the same 48 degrees west 136 poles to his corner and thence with his line North 3 degrees West 111 poles to a white oak thence north 80 west 53 poles to a white oak and thence south 10 degrees west 68 poles to a white oak in Patterson’s line and with the same south 19 East 119 poles to a white oak corner to said Patterson’s and south 80 west and 99 poles to a white oak and thence north 24 degrees East 180 poles to the beginning. And all house buildings orchards waterways, water courses, profits commodities hereditaments and appurtenances whatsoever to the said premises hereby granted or any part thereof belonging or any wise appertaining and the revision and revisions remainder and remainors rent of issue and profits thereof to have and to hold the said and all and singular other the premises hereby granted with all the appurtenances unto the said JACOB COPLIN his executors, administrators, and assigns from the day before the date thereof forever and during the full term and time of whole one year from thence next ----- to be complete and end yielding and paying therefor the rent of one pepper corn on said day next if the same shall be lawfully demanded to the intent and purpose that by virtue of these present or of the statue for transferring use unto possession of the said JACOB COPLIN may be in actual possession of the premises and he hereby enabled to accept and take grant and lease of the reversion and inhabitance thereof to him and his heirs in witness thereof the said Samuel Stewart hath hereunto set his hand and seal the day and year aforesaid above written and seal and deliver in presence of 

William Cravens 

Samuel Stewart 

Lydia Stewart 

Robert Black 

Maggie M. Black
Court held 20 Aug. 1766 this base for land from Samuel Stewart to Jacob Coplin [Calpin] was proven by the oath of William Craven & Robert Black.

(A similar deed of the same conveyance was also made out 11 Aug. 1766 from SAMUEL STEWART AND LYDIA STEWART to JACOB COPLIN.)
This writer is unclear if there was any relation between Samuel and Lydia _____ Stewart and the Patterson family there at LC. Lydia MAY have been related but there is no proof at this time. It is known that these Stewarts were from Sussex Co DE prior to the 1740’s, as were these same Harrisons and Cravens and many other families in this specific locale. The Wrights (remember the William Wright vs. Thomas Linville suit above) were very much a close relation to the Harrisons. 
This writer believes the “Patterson” who was a neighbor to Samuel Stewart in 1766 was this very same Robert Patterson of LC. Samuel Stewart had actually left Augusta Co. for Rowan Co., NC about 1753.
 Who were the other individuals who signed the Deed (William Cravens, Robert Black, Maggie M. Black)? William Cravens was a brother of “Maggie M. Black”. She was Madge Cravens, daughter of Robert and Mary Harrison Cravens. This writer believes her name was pronounced as it was sometimes spelled “Majey”. This would make sense with the “Madge” spelling as well. She had a sister who was named Margaret, so this was NOT a nickname “Maggie” for Margaret in the traditional sense that we sometimes think. Robert Black is believed by most genealogists (who have followed this Black family to SC) to have been the son of Mathew and Mary _____ Black. 

William Cravens owned land around LC. Robert Black owned land not too far from LC. These Blacks, Harrisons, and Cravens here were all kin to each other. Evidence will be presented later that shows where many of these families moved to land on Clark’s Fork of Bullocks Creek (York Co., SC) in the mid 1760’s in what was then referred to as Mecklenburg Co., NC until about 1768. From 1768/69 it was claimed by the newly formed Tryon Co., NC until the mid 1770’s. From then on Clark’s Fork of Bullocks Creek (CFBC) was known as lying in York Co., SC. Robert Patterson of LC, Nathaniel Harrison (believed to be the son of Isaiah Harrison Jr.), Robert and Madge Cravens Black, and Robert and Esther Harrison Cravens all owned land on CFBC beside each other, beginning about 1766. The latter family (Robert Cravens) never actually lived there though. However, his brother William Cravens of LC did live there on CFBC in Mecklenburg Co., NC for about seven years. The evidence for this will be presented later, but for now the importance of their relationships to each other has been identified.
There were many other records in the Augusta Co., VA books involving Robert Pattersons, but most of them (if not all) were not this Robert Patterson of LC. However, it is important to this writer to distinguish Robert of LC from the others in an attempt to disclaim many other genealogists’ notions to assume that any reference to a Robert Patterson must be their Robert Patterson. There is plenty of evidence to support the above suggestions that the said court records from Augusta Co., VA do in fact refer to Robert Patterson of LC, as indicated. 
1770 Probates Regarding Margaret Adams’ Estate
The most important documents from the Augusta Co., VA records concerning Robert Patterson of LC are the 1770 series of entries into the court books concerning Margaret Adams and her estate. All three entries were in 1770. The first of the three specifically identifies Robert Patterson, son of Margaret Adams, as living in Tryon Co., NC. This was on February 1, 1770. There was another Robert Patterson in Tryon Co., NC in 1770, but he was still in Mecklenburg Co., NC in 1777 when CFBC was once again claimed by SC, as being in York Co. Evidence presented later will prove that Robert Patterson of LC was the one living on CFBC next to Robert Black, Robert Cravens’ land, Nathaniel Harrison, and other LC families. Robert Patterson of LC died in 1775 in York Co., SC. 
Yet another Robert Patterson was in the old Mecklenburg Co., NC prior to 1770 as well, but he died in 1767. Neither of these other two Roberts of Mecklenburg ever lived on CFBC. Observe the 2-1-1770 Augusta Co., VA record involving Robert of LC (and CFBC).
These are to certify to all persons whom it may concern that I, Robert Patterson of North Carolina, Tryon County, son of William Patterson deceased, do disclaim any right or title that is or may be alledged belonging to me of a certain tract of land lying and being in Agusta County upon a small branch on the south side of Linwells Creek which said land was taken up by Margaret Adams, the widow of John Adams deceased.
Robert “R” Patterson. 1st February, 1770. 

Teste: Francis Adams, J. P., North Carolina, Tryon County. 
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Figure 3 - Robert Patterson’s Disclaimer of Rights, Feb. 1, 1770
The “R” between Robert and Patterson was his mark, not his middle initial as many transcribers have indicated. Notice that Robert made the same mark on his Will in York Co., SC five years later. The key is that both marks are “R” instead of one of them being an “X” or anything else.
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Figure 4 - Robert Patterson’s “R” mark on his own 1775 Will, when he was old and weak
The second of the series of three court records in 1770 is the 3-15-1770 record, which indicates when the Will was probated. 
Certifies that Francis Adams is a magistrate. Ezekiel Polk, C. C. Proved, 15th March, 1770, by Samuel Hull and Jacob Gum. Samuel Adams qualifies executor, with Joseph Dictum, John Madison, Jr." 
This writer “assumes” that Margaret Donnell Patterson Adams died between February 1st and March 15th of 1770 since she is not listed as “deceased” on February 1st , as was John Adams. Also, the March probate is the record where Margaret’s grandson Samuel Adams (Jr.) qualified as heir since his father had died in 1748.

May 1748, Margaret Adams bond as admin of the estate of Samuel Adams deceased.
 
Joseph Dictum was a son-in-law of Daniel and Jane Adams Love. In other words, Joseph Dictum married Margaret Adams’ granddaughter Rachel Love, who was a first cousin to Samuel Adams, Jr. in the 1770 court record above. As for John Madison, Jr. – he was a Justice of the Peace for Augusta Co., VA. 
Many transcribed records have accounted Jacob Gum’s last name with different variations, such as Guin or Quin. As you can see in the picture below, it is Gum. Remember “Gum Run” on the previous map of the head branches around LC? There was a John Guin (Gwin, Quin) that was listed on various Deeds and Wills of Augusta Co., VA. He was the other son-in-law of Daniel and Jane Adams Love, by virtue of his marriage to Ann Love. However, he was NOT related to this Jacob Gum mentioned above. The Loves, Dictums, and Gwins were long-time neighbors of the Harrisons and Cravens of the LC area.
 
The following image is from a copy of the original Margaret Adams’ 1744 Will, which clearly identifies the testators. 
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Figure 5 - The Testators on the original Margaret Adams’ 1744 Will
The next picture is of the same items, but from the clerk of court’s copy of the Will (which includes his interpretation of the original Will).
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Figure 6 - The Testators on the clerk of court’s transcription of Margaret Adams’ 1744 Will
This writer is still in the process of finding out more about these three testators. Not much has been found regarding Thomas Lunday and Samuel Hull. However, Jacob Gum’s family moved from Sussex Co., DE about 1743 to this LC area. The Gums of DE were there going back to the late 1600’s, and many of this Jacob Gum’s siblings and cousins remained in the Sussex Co., DE area. Jacob had an older sister named Mary Gum who had married a John Ponder III in Sussex Co., DE. The Ponders were long time residents of Talbot Co., MD with some members of the family having also moved to DE. 

A first cousin of the above mentioned John Ponder was named Daniel Ponder. Daniel Ponder, of MD, married Jemima Bennett (also a Ponder descendant). Daniel and Jemima Bennett Ponder had several children, one of whom was Daniel Ponder, Jr. This particular Ponder family moved into Augusta Co., VA in the 1750’s (perhaps earlier?). By the 1770’s, most of this family had also moved to York Co., SC where many other LC families had also moved. In fact, Daniel Ponder, Jr. eventually married Elizabeth Patterson, the daughter of Robert and Sarah Patterson of LC, in York Co., SC.
The third and final document in the series of records pertaining to Margaret Adams’ Will in 1770 has already been listed previously, but here it is again for the sake of continuity.
Page 315.--15th May, 1770. Samuel Adams, of North Carolina, to Joseph Dictum, power of attorney to convey 340 acres on Linvel's Creek, devised by Margaret Adams and from him descended to Samuel as eldest son and heir, having been patented in the name of Mary Adams. Title yet to be made to Samuel.

We now have an indication as to the size of the property that Margaret Adams owned on LC. Perhaps the creek that currently lies to the west of LC known as “Patterson Creek” is the property that Robert Patterson received as a land patent in 1764 which was next to where he was already living, on LC. With his mother’s plantation (which is how she described it in her Will) being 340 acres, that creek was very likely to have been close enough to Margaret’s property, and therefore, named after Robert Patterson.
Some Linville Creek and Cook’s Creek Men
in the French and Indian War
The French and Indian War took place from 1754 – 1763 approximately. Many of these same individuals were involved in that campaign in one fashion or another. The Harrisons and Cravens were heavily involved in the fighting, while others I’m sure were more effective in providing supplies in “defence of the colony”. The following list describes some of those who were rewarded for their efforts. The 1758 Act for the Defense of the Frontiers of this Colony [VA] was an act that was recorded on 9-14-1758 at Williamsburg, VA. There were many listings on the schedule for Augusta Co., VA, including the following:
,
 

· To Arthur Trader, Robert Patterson, Robert M'Geary, Mathew Black, Jonas Friend, Nathaniel Harrison, etc... seven shillings each...

· To Nathaniel Harrison, Robert Black, etc. seventeen shillings each...

· To John Fulse

· To Lieut. Daniel Smith

· To William Cravens, Willry Cunrod, George Moffett, James Stephenson, Thomas & John Stephenson, Adam Miller, etc... five shillings each...

· To William Cravens seargeant

· To James Fowler

· To John Harrison
· To Leonard Herren
· To Cornelius Sulivan

· To Nathaniel Harrison
· To Robert M'Corney

· To Gideon Harrison
· To Leonard Herring
· To John Harrison, Nathaniel Harrison, Thomas Paterson eighteen shillings each...

· To Reuben Harrison, for provisions for Indians

The Will of Margaret Adams - 1744
Robert Patterson of LC married Sarah _____ no later than 1738. They were most likely married in Sussex Co DE, as Robert bought his 106 acres on Pembertons Branch in 1732, and when he sold it in 1738, it was sold by Robert AND his wife, Sarah Patterson. 
Robert and Sarah had at least two children by 1744 based on Margaret Adams’ Will.

Page 301.--3d September, 1744. 

Margaret Adams' Will, of Orange County [WP note: Augusta Co. was not yet recording documents]
In the name of God Amen


The last will and testament of Margaret Addams of ye Colony of Virginia & in the County of Orange being very sick & weak of body but in perfect mind & memory Do first of all Bequeath my soul to almighty God & give it & my body to ye Earth from wence it came to be buried in such Decent manner ass my Executors shall think proper and ass for my worldly goods I bequeath in ye following manner

Item I bequeath my great mair called long legs to my Son Robert Patterson but her increase to his children to be Equally devided among them.
Item I bequeath my Cotton Gound Quilted petty Coat with one apron and one handkerchief to Mary Patterson Daughter of my Son Robert Patterson.

Item I bequeath to my Daughter Jane Love my bed I now ly on with the bolster & one pair of sheets.
Item I bequeath to my Grand Daughter Margaret Dollinson my Side Saddle and fan.

Item I bequeath to my Grand Daughter Esther Harrisson one Cow & Calf.
Item I bequeath all ye Remaining part of my wearing apparel to be Equally Devided between My Daughter Elizabeth & my Daughter Jane. 
Item I bequeath to my Daughter Elizabeth my box Iron & heaters with one puter Dish & one young horse.

Item I bequeath one young heifer to my Son in Law Daniel Love.
Item I bequeath my Riding mair a young horse & one Cow & Calf with my now Dwelling plantation with all ye tracts of Land thereto belonging with all my household goods Except the perticulers before bequeathed to my Son Samuel Addams to him & his heirs for Ever.
Item I bequeath all my Debts Due to me to be Equally Devided between my Son Robert Patterson & my Son Samuel Addams.

Appointing my Son Robert Patterson & my Son Samuel Addams my Whole & Sole Executors and Administrators Utter Revoking and Disannulling all other wills formerly by me made Acknowledging this to be my last will and testament unto which I have Sett my hand this third Day of September & In ye year of Our Lord God 1744.

Margaret (her mark “X”) Addams
In the presence of

Sam’l Hull

Jacob Gum
Thomas (his mark “T”) Lunday 

The testators were Samuel Hull, Jacob Gum, and Thomas Lunday (pictures of their signatures and marks already presented above). The executors were her sons Robert Patterson and Samuel Adams (notice the spelling of “Addams” throughout the Will). 
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Figure 7 - The Mark of Margaret “Addams” on her original Will, written in 1744
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Figure 8 - The Clerk of Court’s transcription of the Mark of Margaret “Addams” on her 1744 Will
A few observations about this Will come to mind, beginning with the fact that neither of Margaret’s husbands are mentioned in the Will. It can be assumed that both were dead by September, 1744. Their names are revealed in the February 1, 1770 probate that took place, as William Patterson and John Adams. 
Another observation is that the Patterson marriage was first, while her marriage to John Adams was second. This is based (in part) on the order of the children listed in the body of the Will, as well as the order of her sons as they are listed as the Executors, also in the body of the Will. Even more so, the obvious ages of Robert Patterson and his sisters (the mothers of Margaret Dollinson and Esther Harrison) have to been considered.
Also notice that Margaret does not specify the names of her daughters who bore the two grand daughters named in the Will. This writer does not know the identity of the mother of Margaret Dollinson. It is widely accepted that the mother of Esther Harrison was Catherine "Adams" who married Jeremiah Harrison ca. 1730 (this date is the most commonly accepted date for their marriage, but not confirmed). More on this subject later…
Yet another observation is that this writer does NOT know for certain which husband of Margaret Adams was the father of the daughters. There appears to have been AT LEAST three daughters, to wit, Jane (who married Daniel Love), Elizabeth (who married a Harrison, and I believe it was Jeremiah Harrison; therefore she would have been Esther’s mother), and the “unknown” daughter who was the mother of Margaret Dollinson. If Catherine (who married Jeremiah Harrison and MAY have been the mother of Esther Harrison) was a daughter of Margaret Adams, then there were four daughters of Margaret. The general rendering by most genealogists is that all of the daughters were by Margaret’s marriage to John Adams. However, the evidence has been presented to suggest that Jane was the only Adams daughter, and the other two were Pattersons. 
The identity of daughter(s) Elizabeth and Catherine are another issue. It’s obvious that “Catherine” was not named in the Will. Were Catherine and Elizabeth the same person? Further details on this line of thinking will be considered, but first, Esther Harrison must be properly identified.
Regarding the identity of Esther Harrison, grand daughter of Margaret Adams; Esther grew up and married Robert Cravens Jr., brother of William Cravens and Madge Cravens Black, both of whom moved to CFBC and who lived next to Robert Patterson there. That would mean Esther Harrison Cravens was the niece of Robert Patterson.

Twelve days after Margaret wrote her Will in 1744, the following record was written on the back of the Will (this is quoted from the original Will, not the transcribed version in the Will Book):
September ye 15: 1744

We, the children of Margaret Adams, have reserved of the exeter [WP note: executor] the full of all legsy [legacy] I say rend  according to her desiare and will.

Daniel Love
Jan (her mark “x”) Love
Elessa(her mark “X”)bath Harrasson
All transcribed records that I have seen have listed this third individual as “Ester Harrison”. But this writer has a copy of the actual original document in hand, and it clearly says “Elessabath Harrasson”. On the other hand, the transcription of this record in the Will Book (which was done by the clerk of court) says “Ester Harrison”. Notice the following scanned images of the original document versus the Clerk of court’s transcribed version in the Will Book.
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Figure 9 - Original Document handwritten by Daniel Love in 1744 with his signature and the marks of Jane Love and “Elessabath Harrasson”; the lower page is off-centered a little to the right of the upper page
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Figure 10 - Clerk of Court’s transcribed version of the Children of Margaret and their Signatures and marks (this is what’s in the Will Book)
It’s no wonder why so many researchers have listed “Ester” Harrison as one of these “children of Margaret” that signed this document. However, this writer believes that the Clerk made an error. In his defense, the handwriting of Daniel Love on the original IS hard to read. Plus, with the last name “Harrasson” after the name it would have been easy to make that assumption since there was a Harrison listed in the body of the Will, that of “Esther Harrison”. 
This raises many questions. Yes, it could be that Esther Harrison was actually Elizabeth Esther Harrison. On the other hand, she was born in the late 1730’s or early 1740’s by most accounts (Esther Harrison married Robert Cravens Jr. ca. 1760. Robert Cravens Jr. was born in 1733). Would a child just a few years old (10 at the most) be signing or making a mark on a signature on a Will? It is possible, but it just doesn’t make sense in this case.
Was this person actually Margaret’s daughter Elizabeth, who was named in the body of the Will? This record states that “We the CHILDREN of Margaret Adams…”. Elizabeth was a child of Margaret, while Esther Harrison was a grand child of Margaret. All of the handwriting on this particular probate appears to have been that of Daniel Love (Margaret’s son-in-law) as seen below. He should have been able to keep the names of each person straight since he was part of the family, as opposed to a clerk of court who might get it wrong. 
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Figure 11 - This is where the children of Margaret accepted her Will, dated just 12 days after Margaret wrote her Will in 1744; this part of the document appears to be in Daniel Love’s handwriting
Who Was the Mother of Esther Harrison (Cravens)?
So what does this mean? This writer believes the identity of Margaret’s daughters must be re-examined. One possibility is that Catherine "Adams" (Harrison) and Elizabeth Patterson (Harrison) was one and the same person. It seems POSSIBLE (but not likely) that her name may have been Elizabeth Catherine (Harrison), or perhaps Catherine Elizabeth. It COULD be that her first name was used on this Will, but that she went by her middle name Catherine in later years. On the other hand, this writer has only seen one name or the other, never both together. Therefore, this is only a consideration that they may have been the same person. This possibility is not too convincing.
Another possibility would be that there were two women, one named Catherine and the other Elizabeth, and both married Harrisons. That both women would have been sisters, however, does not seem to hold up under closer scrutiny.
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Figure 12 - The names of Margaret’s grand daughters (Margaret Dollinson and Esther Harrisson) and her daughter Elizabeth as seen in the body of the Will of Margaret Adams; the daughter Elizabeth’s last name is never given in the body of the Will (unfortunately)
That the grand daughter Esther Harrison is part of this family is very clear. But based on the 9-15-1744 entry (Margaret’s children’s Acceptance of the Will) it is also clear that the daughter (or at least one of the daughters) who married a Harrison was Elizabeth (“Ellessabath”). It also stands to reason that this daughter WAS in fact named in Margaret’s Will after all, as Elizabeth instead of Catherine. This writer is fully aware of the fact that Margaret didn’t necessarily have to name every one of her children in the Will if she didn’t want to. However, for Margaret to have “equally devided” the remainder of her wearing apparel between her daughters Elizabeth and Jane implies that she only had two daughters alive at this time. Perhaps there was a third daughter who bore Margaret Dollinson, but it appears that she had passed away by 1744. 
Another possible explanation of the Catherine/Elizabeth issue is this. Jeremiah Harrison may have been married more than one time. The number of wives and children of “Old Jeremiah” have long been a point of debate for many researchers. Was Jeremiah Harrison first married to Elizabeth Patterson? Did they have several children including Esther Harrison, before Elizabeth died? Did Jeremiah remarry, this time to a Catherine _____? Under this scenario, Esther Harrison would have been raised for a certain period of time by Catherine _____ Harrison. As for Esther’s ties to the Adams family, this would still fit, as Esther would have been the daughter of Elizabeth Patterson (Harrison), and grand daughter of Margaret Adams. This type of scenario would also explain the long range of years for the children of Jeremiah Harrison which goes from the early 1730’s to the 1760’s, by most accounts. 
J. Houston Harrison (JHH) states in his Settlers by the Long Grey Trail, 1920, (SLGT) that Jeremiah Harrison was born 1707 and died after 1777. JHH goes on to say that Jeremiah’s daughter Lydia Donnell Harrison was born in 1732 (pg. 272). However, the earliest Augusta Co. record that this writer has seen that shows “Catherine Harrison” as the wife of Jeremiah Harrison was in 1757. That was the time when Catherine Harrison was baptized into the local Linville Creek Church, in May 1757. She may have been the only wife of Jeremiah Harrison, but it must be considered a strong possibility that the mother of Lydia Donnell Harrison and Esther Harrison (and the other older children of Jeremiah) most likely was Elizabeth Patterson Harrison, and that Catherine ____ Harrison was their step mother.
This writer leans toward this last interpretation. And yet, there’s another consideration regarding Elizabeth. You’ll notice the “Adams” in quotation marks when referring to Catherine and Elizabeth. Obviously we really don’t know the maiden name of Catherine, so that’s self-explanatory. But for Elizabeth, this writer is becoming more and more convinced that the first three of Margaret’s five children were by her first marriage to William Patterson. If this scenario is true, then Elizabeth would have been a “Patterson” instead of an “Adams”. This means that old Jeremiah Harrison may have been married twice and neither one was ever an Adams!
Jeremiah Harrison married his first wife (regardless of who she was) around 1730, since their daughter Esther Harrison was born 1731-32. It has been shown that the Pattersons and Adams were in Sussex Co DE at the time. It is also known that Jeremiah Harrison was in Sussex Co DE during those same years. How close did they live to each other? The following series of Sussex Co DE land records will show the proximity of such families as Samuel and Lydia Stewart, Robert and Mary Harrison Cravens, Jeremiah (and Elizabeth Patterson) Harrison, and Robert and Sarah Patterson. Mary Harrison (Cravens) was the sister of Jeremiah Harrison, by the way. All of these families moved to LC. Also, Robert Cravens of DE was the eventual father-in-law (and uncle) of Esther Harrison (Cravens).
· Malone, Johnita P., “Land Records of Sussex County 1722-1731 Deed Book F No 6”, Heritage Books, 1997, 124 pages. F6-235. 7 February 1726 William Stewart and Mary, his wife, of Sussex to John Hall, yeoman, of same for 36 pounds, 210 acres in a fork of Pemberton’s Branch which proceeds out of Broad Creek bounded by southernmost fork of the branch, Witnesses: Sam’l Stewart, Thomas Cade. Acknowledged: May 1727.

· Ibid. F6-352. 1 November 1729 Zacharias Gofort yeoman of Kent County and Elizabeth his wife to Samuel Stewart, yeoman of Sussex for 55 pounds, 224 acres on Northwest side of Cypress Branch, one of branches of Broad Kill, bounded by Cypress Branch above a bridge and County Road and land formerly owned by Thomas Carlile but now to the heirs of Peter Marsh. Witnesses: Robert Craven, Ann Brown. Acknowledged: 3 February 1729/30.

· Ibid. F6-354. 3 February 1729 Samuel Stewart, yeoman, of Sussex to Robert Cravens, yeoman, of same for 60 pounds, 224 acres on NorthWest side of Cypress Branch, one of the branches of the Broadkill, bounded by Cypress Branch above a bridge and County Road and land formerly owned by Thomas Carlile. Signed: Sam’el Stewart. Witnesses: Ryves Holt, Phil. Russel. Acknowledged: 3 February 1729/30.

· Malone, Johnita P., “Land Records of Sussex County 1732-1743 Deed Book G No 7”, Willow Bend Books, 2001, 119 pages. G7-009 and G7-010. 10 October 1732 Isaiah Harrison of Broadkill Hd (Hundred), Sussex Co PA [Note by Wes Patterson: DE was considered in PA at the time], to son Jeremiah Harrison of same, yeoman for 5 shillings, 250 acres situate about 8 miles from the town of Lewes part of tract known as Maiden Plantation which was originally laid out to William Darval of Kent County, PA for 1000 acres by warrant from Sussex County…. Isiah Harrison conveys 250 acres to his son Jeremiah. Signed: Isiah Harrison. Witnesses: Robt. Smith, Robt. Shankland. Acknowledged: 7 November 1733 (32?).

· Ibid. G7-030. 7 November 1732 Matthew Ozbon Jr. of Sussex County, Delaware to Robert Patterson yeoman, of same for 50 pounds, 106 acres on the South side of Pemberton’s Branch, one of the branches that runs into the Broadkill Creek below the county road. Tract was taken up and surveyed for Matthew Ozbon by commissioners warrant granted to Robert Lodge, carpenter of Sussex by proprietors in Philadelphia on 8 December 1718. Robert Lodge sold to Matthew Ozbon dated 2nd day 10th month of 1719. Land was surveyed by Matthew Ozbon and found to contain 212 acres of which half is sold to Robert Patterson. Bounded by Pemberton’s Branch, by a small branch below the county road. Witnesses: Phil. Russel, Robt. Shankland. Acknowledged: 7 February 1733 (32?). 

The previous deeds mention "Broad" or "Broadkill Creek", and specifically "Pembertons Branch" and "Cypress Branch", the "county road", etc. There are other deeds as well that add more to this, but these are the main ones that substantiate the close geographical proximity of the Pattersons and Jeremiah Harrison, and these other families who moved to the same location in VA over the next decade.
In 1744 when Margaret Adams wrote her will, she described three grand daughters, apparently in the order of the age of the applicable parent, such as Robert, then the mother of Margaret Dollinson, then Elizabeth. Margaret's grand daughters were named as Mary Patterson, Margaret Dollinson, and Esther Harrison. It’s pretty certain that Elizabeth was born circa 1708-1712, based on Jeremiah Harrison’s age and also their first child Esther who was born ca. 1731. Given that time frame for a birth year for Elizabeth, then her older sister would have been born ca. 1706-1710. Following suit, their brother, Robert “R” Patterson, would have been born ca. 1705, as we have discussed previously. 1705-1715 is a definite range for the birth years for the three Patterson children of Margaret Adams, but a tighter range for the three of them would perhaps be 1707-1712.
Margaret’s two younger children were Jane Adams and Samuel Adams. In 1744 neither of them had any children, although Jane was married, but most likely very recently at that time. Daniel and Jane Adams Love did have two daughters, Rachel and Ann. Neither of these grand daughters of Margaret Adams were named in her will. They both appear to have been born in the late 1740’s, perhaps even 1750 in the case of Ann Love. Margaret’s son Samuel Adams died only four years later in 1748, but apparently had at least one child between 1744 and 1748 named Samuel Adams Jr. The point is that Jane and Samuel appear to be considerably younger than Margaret’s three older children who all seem to have been born before 1712, perhaps even by 1710. On the other hand, the evidence seems to indicate that Jane and Samuel were born possibly as late as 1720-25. To this writer, that would indicate an obvious time lapse between marriages to William Patterson and John Adams on the part of Margaret.
Based on the evidence and other circumstantial reasoning, the suggestion is put forth that Margaret Donnell Patterson Adams had one son and two daughters (Robert, daughter one, and Elizabeth Patterson) by her first marriage, and then one daughter and one son by her second marriage (Jane and Samuel Adams). The order that is given here is an assumption, based on the order of the children and grandchildren listed in the body of the Will, and other circumstantial pieces of "evidence".
Robert (and Sarah) Patterson had “children” by September of 1744, one of whom was named Mary Patterson. It is not known what happened to Mary Patterson. This writer is yet to see any other document referring to her, including Robert’s 1775 Will. Other children of Robert and Sarah were Thomas, Sarah, Robert Jr., Peter, Elizabeth, Lydia, and William. All were born by 1762, perhaps as early as 1758/59, which means that all of their children from 1744 on were most likely born in Augusta Co., VA. It’s possible that some or all of their children in 1744 had been born there as well. That, of course, depends on exactly when Robert moved to Augusta Co VA. It appears that they moved soon after 1738, perhaps even that year. The only remaining question then is how long did they take migrating to VA? Their son Thomas was this writer's ancestor, born ca. 1740-45.
To digress for a moment, this writer would like to reiterate the easy problem of mixing up the Robert Pattersons of Augusta Co., VA. Robert Patterson of LC (referred to earlier as Robert (A)), and Robert (B1) Patterson were contemporaries. In other words, they were pretty much the same age. The latter was born ca. 1704, while Robert of LC was born 1700 – 1720 (most likely 1705 – 1710, depending on matters to be covered later). Both of these Roberts received land patents, according to the analysis pointed out previously. Both Roberts had a father named William Patterson. Both had a daughter named Mary Patterson. Both had sons named Thomas Patterson. Okay, you get the point…
It can be shown (and has been) that each point of commonality just listed can be explained and differentiated. There are locations to consider regarding the land patents. Robert (B1) left his 193.5 acres to his son-in-law Alexander Stuart in 1767, and other land to his son Thomas. There was no mention in his Will of any other land pertaining to the 1764 patent. On the other hand, Robert of LC who died in York Co SC in 1775 still owned land in Virginia according to his Will. He left his Virginia land and claims to his sons Robert Jr. and Peter. As mentioned in the beginning of this writing, both of the Roberts’ fathers (Williams) had reasonably discernable death dates, and spouses. While it is unclear what happened to Robert’s of LC (A) daughter Mary Patterson, it is known that Robert’s (B1) daughter Mary married Alexander Stuart (no relation to the Stewart family of LC as far as is known). Both sons Thomas can be differentiated as well. Thomas the son of Robert (B1) died in Augusta Co., VA about 1794. Thomas the son of Robert of LC (A) moved to York Co., SC with his father. This Thomas died 1807-1810 in Buncombe Co., NC. 
Once again, the first key to keeping the Robert Pattersons separated is the location, specifically Linville Creek regarding Robert Patterson, son of Margaret Donnell Patterson Adams.

Robert Patterson’s Dates
Evidence has been shown to support the belief that the mother of Robert Patterson of LC was Margaret Donnell and that Robert’s father was William Patterson. However, can it be determined when William and Margaret and their son Robert were born? Where were they born? When did they die?

Margaret Donnell died in 1770, between February 1st and March 15th. This is based on evidence suggested earlier. The final probate of her Will was recorded in Augusta Co., VA on May 15, 1770, as seen below.
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Figure 13 - Final Probate of Margaret Adams’ Will on May 15, 1770
Both of Margaret’s husbands were dead by the time she wrote her Will in September 1744. Her son Robert Patterson stated in his Disclaimer in 1770 that he was disclaiming any rights to the land on Linville Creek which had been “taken up by Margaret Adams the Widow of John Adams Deceased”. It is known that this area was Orange Co., VA when she would have acquired the land. Until the records of Orange Co. are searched it won’t be known exactly when she moved there. Even then, there may not be any definite date that would indicate when she “took up” this land. 
Therefore, it is hard to determine when John Adams died, at least from the Virginia records. Most of the pioneers of that area had entered the valley during the 1730’s and early 1740’s. It’s possible that Margaret had just acquired the land in 1744 and was then writing a Will for the purpose of protecting her children’s inheritance. However, it appears that Margaret Adams was already widowed in 1727 in Sussex Co DE as she is named as a witness to a deed then. Nothing is mentioned of a husband at that time. Her two Adams children appear to have been born 1720-25, so it is assumed that John Adams died ca. 1724-27.
If John Adams died 1724-27, when was he born? It seems that all of HIS grandchildren (by Jane and Samuel) were born after Margaret’s will was written in 1744. This writer previously believed that John and Margaret Adams’ oldest children were born before 1712, but this is no longer accepted now. It now seems that John and Margaret were not married before 1720, and perhaps as late as 1723-24. 
Therefore, it would seem logical that John Adams was born no later than 1705. Naturally, he could have been born as early as 1680 or even earlier, but there is no evidence to suggest that. Some writers have suggested that John Adams was born in 1706 and was the son of Francis Adams, Jr., but this has not been proven. Under the circumstances now, it seems to be in the realm of possibility.
Given the dates of the previous line of thinking, it would stand to reason that if Margaret Donnell Patterson married John Adams about 1720-24, then her first husband William Patterson must have died prior to that time. At the latest then, William Patterson must have died by 1720, and perhaps by 1710, at the earliest. 
Using the same time frames, it seems logical that William and Margaret Patterson’s son Robert Patterson would have been born about 1700 – 1710, more specifically ca. 1705 - 1710. It has already been stated that Robert married ca. 1735 – 1738. Based on the assumed birth year of ca. 1705 for Robert, his parents may have been born around 1685, perhaps as early as 1675 for William. The one thing to consider for William Patterson is the possibility that he may have had a previous marriage before Margaret Donnell. That obviously would put his birth year earlier, but at this time there is NO indication of any such previous marriage.
Therefore, this writer’s best “guestimate” is that William Patterson was born ca. 1675 – 1685, married Margaret Donnell ca. 1700 – 1705, and died ca. 1710 - 1720. Margaret Donnell was born ca. 1680 – 1685 and died in 1770 in Augusta Co., VA. John Adams was born 1680 - 1705, married Margaret Donnell Patterson 1720 – 1724, and died 1724 – 1727.
As for Robert Patterson, son of William and Margaret Donnell Patterson, he was most likely born ca. 1705 – 1710. One thing to remember when solving date questions, there are always other factors at work that may not be at one’s disposal, therefore, short of any “official” record that explicitly documents the date in question, the only remaining option is logical, evidence-based estimates. This writer has attempted to do this, knowing completely that more evidence may be uncovered next week that could totally change the outlook on part of the picture (and that’s okay).
But where was Robert Patterson born? This question is still un-answered. However, descendants of Robert have always been told by older members of the family they are Scotch-Irish (Scots-Irish or Ulster-Scots). This would indicate that the family was from Scotland, migrated to Ireland (N. Ireland) for a period of time, before finally migrating to the New World. It is feasible that Robert WAS the immigrant ancestor, along with his mother, and perhaps this Adams family also. It is still unclear how early they immigrated or where to, although 1710 – 1730 is the most likely scenario, with Delaware or Maryland as the potential port of entry. Owing to the fact that the associated families this Patterson and Adams group lived near and married into had migrated from the Delaware (DE) River area (Sussex Co., DE, and western New Jersey, and eastern Maryland; SLGT), it seems logical that the Pattersons and Adams migrated to the Shenandoah Valley of Virginia from the same DE River area. This in fact was proven to be the case in August 2003 when Harald Reksten found the Sussex Co DE deeds showing that Margaret Adams was there in 1727 already. Even though no record for Robert Patterson is seen until 1732, it would stand to reason that he and all of his siblings were there in 1727, too.

Migration to the Carolinas

What factors were involved in so many families leaving the LC area? The constantly changing frontier provided for continual, new opportunities for young families to strike out on their own, whether for the first time, or as in many cases, a fresh start was in order. Many of the families of Augusta moved further south and west, some even northwest, into the newly opened lands. 
Following the French and Indian War, land patents became available in the Carolinas which offered more safety and peace for many families. Thousands of frontier families moved south to the Carolinas during the 1760’s and ‘70’s. The migration south had begun in the 1750’s, but it drastically increased in the ‘60’s. A large percentage of the LC families began their trek in the mid 1760’s. Other families had previously left for Rowan Co., NC in the north central part of the state, such as the Samuel Stewart family, and the Linvilles, and many others. Those who had remained at LC until the 1760’s were now heading for Mecklenburg Co., NC – the part that later became Tryon Co., NC – and then York Co., SC just before the Revolutionary War when the state boundary issue was settled once and for all. The families in question were moving to Clark’s Fork of Bullocks Creek (CFBC).

By 1765, the families of Linville Creek in Augusta Co., VA had begun making prospecting trips to the CFBC region of Mecklenburg Co., NC. There were many families who moved to that part of the country, and from more places than just LC. However, the number of families that left LC and moved to CFBC in the mid 1760’s is extraordinary. Robert Patterson of LC received a tract of land that was surveyed for entrance into the Mecklenburg Co., NC records in 1767. He may have already owned this land under the Craven Co., SC records, but this writer cannot verify that at this time. The case was the same for most of these families who made the move during the mid 1760’s. 
Some of the Blacks and Harrisons were actually the first to have their land surveyed on CFBC as far as the families from LC are concerned. This took place at the end of August, 1765. In order to clear up relationships from the beginning, here is how some of these families were made up. 

Mathew and Mary ____ Black were the parents of Robert, Gawin, Janet, and Joseph Black. This writer also believes there were sons John and Thomas, and perhaps others as well. The children of Mathew and Mary Black were all born from ca. 1729 – ca. 1745. Robert Black married Madge Cravens, who was a first cousin to Nathaniel and Thomas Harrison who also moved to CFBC. Janet (Jane) Black married William McElwee. Joseph Black married Sarah Patterson, daughter of Robert and Sarah Patterson of LC. There was a John Black of the right age to be a son of Mathew Black, or at least a nephew. He may have been the same John Black who married Lydia Patterson, another daughter of Robert and Sarah Patterson of LC.
Nathaniel and Thomas Harrison are presumed to have been the sons of Isaiah Harrison, Jr. This same Nathaniel Harrison was one of the testators of Robert Patterson’s 1775 Will in York Co., SC.

Robert Patterson, Jr. and Thomas Patterson were sons of Robert and Sarah Patterson of LC. There was a James Patterson that showed up on a couple of Deeds as well. He may have been another son of Robert and Sarah of LC, but this writer doesn’t have enough information about him to know for sure. He was not named in Robert’s 1775 Will.

As for the Cravens, Robert and William Cravens were brothers of Madge Cravens Black, and sons of Robert and Mary Harrison Cravens. This Robert Cravens who owned land on CFBC was the same Robert Cravens Jr. who married Esther Harrison, daughter of Jeremiah and Elizabeth Patterson Harrison. This writer is still unsure who William Cravens married at this time, although her name MAY have been Jane ____, but that is unconfirmed.
Although Robert Cravens owned land (as you’ll see further down) on CFBC he never actually lived there. It is this writer’s opinion that this land is where his brother William Cravens lived for the seven years that he lived on CFBC before he returned to Augusta Co., VA in or around 1773. There were still other families who came from the Augusta Co. region to this part of Mecklenburg Co. but these are the main ones that this writer is focusing on in terms of linking these families to the Linville Creek families.
The following land grants were entered into the Mecklenburg Co., NC records for lands that these people owned in Craven Co., SC that Mecklenburg Co., NC was now claiming. This particular selection is a small set of grants involving Clarks Fork of Bullocks Creek from 1765 – 1768.
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Figure 14 - Clark’s Fork runs from north to south as it flows into Bullocks Creek
This writer doesn’t believe that all of these individuals had owned land there for years, but perhaps some of them had. More research needs to be done in the Land Grant books of Mecklenburg Co., NC to look for clues, plus the SC archives need to be checked also for Craven Co., SC land grants. Notice the Plat dates on most of them. This date will give a clue regarding the date of survey. This list is sorted by Plat Date. “CB” stands for Chain Bearer(s). “Sur” or “surv” stands for Surveyor.
BLACK, ROBERT - File #1305(578); Gr. #308; Bk. 18, p. 227 (17, 250)
Plat: August 27, 1765, Survey’d for Robert Black, 250 A on Clarks fork Bullocks Creek… P William Sims, Sur.
Joseph Black, William Wilson, C. B. 
Iss. 30 Oct 1765


HARRISON, NATHANIEL - File #2216; Gr. #371; Bk. 23, p. 150
Plat: 28 Aug 1765, Surveyed for Nathaniel Harrison 140 A on both sides Clarks fork of Bullocks Creek… Blacks line… W Sims, Sur.
Thos Harrisson, Robert Black, CB
Iss. 26 Oct 1767


BLACK, MATTHEW - File #696 (1434); Gr. #167; Bk. 17, p. 305 (18, 277)
Plat: Aug 29, 1765, Surveyed for Matthew Black, 100 A on both sides of Clarks fork of Bullocks Creek… W Sims, Sur.
Thomas Harrison, Robt. Black, C. B. 
Iss. 26 Sept 1766


WILSON, WILLIAM - File #1992; Gr. #416; Bk. 23, p. 32
Plat: Aug 29, 1765, Surveyed for William Wilson, 300 A on both sides Clarks fork Bullocks Creek… Wm Sims, Surv.
Thomas Black, Matthew Black, CB
Iss. 25 Apr 1767

PATTERSON, THOMAS - File #820(1541); Gr. #20; Bk. 17, p. 380(18, 347)
60 A on both sides Clarks fork of Bullocks Creek adj. Robert Blacks, Harrisons… 
22 Apr 1767
-
Wm Tryon


PATTERSON, ROBERT - File #821(1542); Gr. #21; Bk. 17, p. 380(18, 347)
Plat: 22 Mar 1766, Surveyed for Robert Patterson, 200 A on Clarks fork of Bullocks Creek adj. Robert Blacks… Wm Sims, Surv.
Mathew Black, Robert Cravins, CB
Iss. 22 Apr 1767


POTTS, JOHN - File #1970; Gr. #322; Bk. 23, p. 15
Plat: March 22, 1766, Surveyed for John Potts, 250 A on both sides Clarks fork of Bullocks Creek… W Sims…
Robert Cravens, Newberry Stockton, CB
Iss. 25 Apr 1767


BLACK, JOSEPH - File #1945; Gr. #297; Bk. 23, p. 12
Plat: 24 Mar 1766, Surveyed for Joseph Black, 200 A on both sides of Clarks fork of Bullocks Creek… W Sims, Sur.
Mathew Black, Robert Black, C. B.
Iss. 25 Apr 1767


POTTS, JONATHAN - File #1982; Gr. #334; Bk. 23, p. 17
Plat: March 25, 1766, Surveyed for Jonathan Potts, 300 A on both sides Clarks fork of Bullocks Creek… W Sims- 
Julius Webb, Newberry Stockton, CB
Iss. 25 Apr 1767


BLACK, GOWIN - File #2368: Gr. #128; Bk. 23, p. 207
Plat: Jan. 14, 1767, Surveyed for Gowen Black, 200 A on both sides of Clarks fork of Bullocks Creek… Wilsons line… Mclewees line… Zach Bullock, Surv.
James Wilson, Wm Mackelwe, C. B.
Iss. 28 Apr 1768


McLEEWEE, WILLIAM - File #0256; Entry #680 and also File #1329(602); Gr. #352; Bk. 18, p. 235(17, 259) – two identical plats.
Warrant: unto William Mclewee 100 A on both sides Clark fork of Bullocks Creek adj. his own upper line… 23 Sept 1766 Wm Tryon
Two identical plats: Jan 14, 1767, Surveyed for William Mclewee 100 A on both sides Clark fork of Bullocks Creek… Zach Bullock, Surv. 
Gowen Black, James Wilson, CB 


CRAVANS, ROBERT - File #2251; Gr. #438; Bk. 23, p. 163
Plat: Jan. 17, 1767, Surveyed for Robert Cravens, 150 A on Clarks fork of Bullocks Creek… adj. Robert Patterson line… Zach Bullock, Sur.
James Petterson, Newberry Stockton, CB
Iss. 26 Oct 1767


PATTERSON, ROBERT - File #2220; Gr. #375; Bk. 23, p. 151
Plat: Surveyed for Robert Patterson Junr, 150 A on both sides Clarks fork of Bullocks Creek… W Sims, Surv. 
Wm Cravens, Thos Petterson, CB
Iss. 26 Oct 1767


SCOTT, JAMES - File #2005; Gr. #430; Bk. 23, p. 35
Plat: Feb 4, 1767, Surveyed for James Scott, 200 A on both sides a branch of Bullocks Creek, southward of Robert Pettersons… Wm Sims, Surv.
Robt Black, Joseph Black, CB
Iss. 25 Apr 1767

The land grants listed above show the activity that was taking place along CFBC from 1765 - 1768. The spellings of the names vary quite extensively, such as Harrison and Harrisson, or Patterson and Petterson, or McEelwee and Mcllwees, or Cravens and Cravins, etc. 
You will notice that the first four listed (repeated below) are within three days of each other (plat dates). They were Robert (and Madge Cravens) Black, Nathaniel (and Rachel) Harrison, Mathew (and Mary) Black, and William Wilson. Their plat dates were in late August, 1765. 
BLACK, ROBERT - File #1305(578); Gr. #308; Bk. 18, p. 227 (17, 250)
Plat: August 27, 1765, Survey’d for Robert Black, 250 A on Clarks fork Bullocks Creek… P William Sims, Sur.
Joseph Black, William Wilson, C. B. 
Iss. 30 Oct 1765


HARRISON, NATHANIEL - File #2216; Gr. #371; Bk. 23, p. 150
Plat: 28 Aug 1765, Surveyed for Nathaniel Harrison 140 A on both sides Clarks fork of Bullocks Creek… Blacks line… W Sims, Sur.
Thos Harrisson, Robert Black, CB
Iss. 26 Oct 1767


BLACK, MATTHEW - File #696 (1434); Gr. #167; Bk. 17, p. 305 (18, 277)
Plat: Aug 29, 1765, Surveyed for Matthew Black, 100 A on both sides of Clarks fork of Bullocks Creek… W Sims, Sur.
Thomas Harrison, Robt. Black, C. B. 
Iss. 26 Sept 1766


WILSON, WILLIAM - File #1992; Gr. #416; Bk. 23, p. 32
Plat: Aug 29, 1765, Surveyed for William Wilson, 300 A on both sides Clarks fork Bullocks Creek… Wm Sims, Surv.
Thomas Black, Matthew Black, CB
Iss. 25 Apr 1767

Notice how the first is Robert Black’s survey. Then the second is Nathaniel Harrison’s and is on Black’s line. Then the third is Mathew Black’s, and members from the first two families are chain bearers for this third survey. Then, William Wilson is the fourth, and the owner of the third tract is a chain bearer for him. The trend implies that the first was at one end of the fork, and the rest worked their way down (or up) the fork from the first one.

The next spring, from March 22 – March 25, 1766, there were apparently five surveys which took place on CFBC involving additional members of these and other families from the LC area of Augusta Co., VA. The first three were on March 22, starting with Thomas Patterson’s 60 acres next to Robert Black and Nathaniel Harrison. This Thomas Patterson was the son of Robert and Sarah Patterson of LC.
PATTERSON, THOMAS - File #820(1541); Gr. #20; Bk. 17, p. 380(18, 347)
60 A on both sides Clarks fork of Bullocks Creek adj. Robert Blacks, Harrisons… 
22 Apr 1767
-
Wm Tryon


The same day Robert Patterson of LC had 200 acres surveyed on CFBC adjacent to Robert Black. Mathew Black and Robert Cravens were the chain bearers. This was the first time that any of the Cravens family had shown up in the Deeds along CFBC. Remember that Robert Cravens married Esther Harrison, the niece of Robert Patterson of LC. 
PATTERSON, ROBERT - File #821(1542); Gr. #21; Bk. 17, p. 380(18, 347)
Plat: 22 Mar 1766, Surveyed for Robert Patterson, 200 A on Clarks fork of Bullocks Creek adj. Robert Blacks… Wm Sims, Surv.
Mathew Black, Robert Cravins, CB
Iss. 22 Apr 1767


Also the same day John (Jonathan) Potts had 250 acres surveyed on both sides of CFBC. His chain bearers were Robert Cravens and Newberry Stockton. Potts had another survey three days later, as well.

POTTS, JOHN - File #1970; Gr. #322; Bk. 23, p. 15
Plat: March 22, 1766, Surveyed for John Potts, 250 A on both sides Clarks fork of Bullocks Creek… W Sims…
Robert Cravens, Newberry Stockton, CB
Iss. 25 Apr 1767


POTTS, JONATHAN - File #1982; Gr. #334; Bk. 23, p. 17
Plat: March 25, 1766, Surveyed for Jonathan Potts, 300 A on both sides Clarks fork of Bullocks Creek… W Sims- 
Julius Webb, Newberry Stockton, CB
Iss. 25 Apr 1767


On March 24, 1766 the other of these five surveys during that March took place, this time for Joseph Black, who by all accounts appears to have been the son of Mathew and Mary Black. Joseph Black was probably already married by this time (most likely by 1760 – 1762). He married Sarah Patterson, daughter of Robert and Sarah Patterson of LC. Joseph’s survey was for 200 acres on both sides of CFBC. His father and brother were his chain bearers, Mathew and Robert Black.

BLACK, JOSEPH - File #1945; Gr. #297; Bk. 23, p. 12
Plat: 24 Mar 1766, Surveyed for Joseph Black, 200 A on both sides of Clarks fork of Bullocks Creek… W Sims, Sur.
Mathew Black, Robert Black, C. B.
Iss. 25 Apr 1767


Also notice that Robert Cravens and Robert Patterson Jr. (son of Robert Patterson of LC) also had surveys, as well, theirs being the next year, early in 1767.
CRAVANS, ROBERT - File #2251; Gr. #438; Bk. 23, p. 163
Plat: Jan. 17, 1767, Surveyed for Robert Cravens, 150 A on Clarks fork of Bullocks Creek… adj. Robert Patterson line… Zach Bullock, Sur.
James Petterson, Newberry Stockton, CB
Iss. 26 Oct 1767


PATTERSON, ROBERT - File #2220; Gr. #375; Bk. 23, p. 151
Plat: Surveyed for Robert Patterson Junr, 150 A on both sides Clarks fork of Bullocks Creek… W Sims, Surv. 
Wm Cravens, Thos Petterson, CB
Iss. 26 Oct 1767


This writer is unsure who the James Patterson was who served as a chain bearer for Cravens. He may have been another son of Robert of LC, but he was not named as such on Robert’s 1775 Will. Cravens’ property was on Robert Patterson’s (of LC) line. Notice the chain bearers for Robert Patterson Jr. They were William Cravens and Thomas Patterson. 

An interesting side note here is that Thomas Patterson’s oldest grandson was named Joseph Black Patterson, born 1789 in Pendleton District, SC. That grandson of Thomas named his own son (second son) that was born in 1813 William Cravens Patterson. Was that coincidence? This writer doesn’t think so.

It was here on CFBC that Robert Patterson, formerly of LC, was residing in 1770 when he wrote his Disclaimer of Rights to the LC property he stood to inherit from his mother, Margaret Adams. From 1768/69 until the mid 1770’s this section of SC was known as Tryon Co., NC. During the latter half of the 1770’s folks were slowly accepting the fact that it really was in SC. The residents of the CFBC region alternated their reference to it from Craven Co., SC to York Co., SC. The latter was in fact the new official county that had jurisdiction over the residents, as it is today.
Robert Cravens – Robert Patterson – CFBC Link
In 1774 Robert and Esther Harrison Cravens sold their land on CFBC to James Patterson. This was the land listed above which was next to Robert Patterson of LC.
Book O-005-072 (Charleston) 

23 February 1774 

Robert Cravens of Augusta County, Virginia to James Patterson of Tryon County, North Carolina for 90 pounds Virginia currency, 150 acres in Tryon County on both sides of Clarks Fork of Bullocks Creek, adjacent to Robert Patterson. 

Signed: Robert Cravens and wife Esther Cravens 

Witnesses: Robert Patterson, James Dictum, John Quin.  

Proved: 4 June 1774 by Robert Patterson 

Recorded: 15 March 1785

This took place just seven years after Robert Cravens had this tract of land surveyed, with James Patterson as a chain bearer. That same day in 1767, Robert Patterson Jr. had his land surveyed as well, with William Cravens and Thomas Patterson as chain bearers. More research needs to be done on these tracts of land, but this writer believes there is the possibility that this James Patterson may have been another son of Robert Patterson Sr. (of LC). The only issue with this line of thinking is that Robert Patterson wrote his Will about 19 months later and nothing was ever mentioned about a James Patterson. If James was not Robert’s son, he may have been a relative of some sort, perhaps a cousin, or cousin’s son. If James WAS Robert’s son, then either James died during the next year or Robert simply chose to leave him out of the Will. This writer simply doesn’t know of any definite relation between them at this time.
Notice that Robert Cravens and Esther (Harrison) Cravens both signed the Deed. Then notice who the three witnesses were – Robert Patterson, plus James Dictum and John Quin. Quin must have been John Guin from Augusta Co., VA. His name has been written as Guin, Gwin, Quin, etc. in many different documents. He was a son-in-law of Daniel and Jane Adams Love, as was Joseph Dictum. Who was this James Dictum? Was he a brother of Joseph Dictum, or a son perhaps? All three witnesses and the wife who signed the Deed appear to have some connection to the Adams family. There is no doubt that the wife, Esther Harrison Cravens, was the grand daughter mentioned in Margaret Adams’ 1744 Will.
The Will of Robert Patterson (A) of LC and CFBC - 1775
Robert Patterson was born ca. 1700 – 1710. He appears to have been in the Linville Creek area of Virginia by the early 1740’s, perhaps even earlier. At the time it was governed by Orange Co. By the mid 1740’s Augusta Co. became the governing county over the LC area and still was in the 1760’s when Robert and his family moved to CFBC in what is now York Co., SC. 
On July 21, 1775 Robert Patterson wrote his Will in what he called “Craven Co., SC”. That was the name of the county for that area when it was previously SC in the 1750’s. The probate that took place on this Will was 11-03-1775, so it’s a safe assumption that Robert died between July and November that year. The final probate did not take place until February of 1791. The reason for this is that Robert’s widow, Sarah Patterson did not die until mid to late 1790. After her death and the final distribution of Robert’s estate had taken place, the final probate of his Will was entered into the court record on 2-4-1791.

Many researchers, including this writer, made the mistake for years in thinking that Robert died in 1790 or ’91. It wasn’t until 2001 that researchers began to uncover the truth. Harald Reksten’s trip to the SC Archives in July 2002 revealed many more “hidden facts” about this Will and this entire family, such as the identity of the “Joseph” in the body of the Will. Reksten correctly revealed his identity as Joseph Black instead of Joseph Patterson. There were many faint signatures in various locations of the Will and its jacket, stemming from the multiple probates of the Will. These signatures helped reveal the clear identity of Joseph Black, John Black, and Daniel Ponder, all three having being sons-in-law of Robert and Sarah Patterson.
The following transcription of Robert’s Will is courtesy of Reksten
:
In the name of God Amen the Twenty First day of July 1775

I Robert Patterson of Craven County farmer being very sick and weake in body but of perfect mind and memory thanks be unto God, therefore calling to mind the mortality of my body and knowing that it is appointed for all men once to die, do maeke and ordain this my last will and testament, that is to say Principally and first of all I give and recommend my Soul into the hands of almighty God that gave it and my body I recommend to the earth to be buried in decent Christian burial at the discretion of my Executors nothing doubting but at the General Resurrection I shal receive the same again by the mighty power of God: and as touching such worldly estate wherewith it hath pleased God to bless me in this life I give demise and dispose of the same in the following manner and form

And first of all I constituet make and ordain my beloved wife Sarah and my beloved sons Robert and Peter to be my whole and sole Executors of this my last Will and testament all and singular my lands messuages and tenements whith all household goods dets and moveable affects by them to be executed according to law and for them said Executors to take care and see that all and every one of my beloved family shall have there full share as I shall appoint 

Imprimise I give and bequeath to Sarah my dearly beloved wife her full thirds of all my moveable affects and the homestead place till my son William comes of age and half afterwards while she lives and her hors and saddle. 

Item I give and bequeath unto my son Thomas fifty pounds lawfull mony of South Carolina to be leveed out of my estate and all my cloathes except my fir hat and one gray three year old mare and colt to his son John. 

I likewise give and bequeath unto my daughter Sarah one cow and calf, and what is between Joseph and me.

I likewise give unto my son William the homestead place after his mother's decease all only from where the line crosses the road that goes to Peter's old place and straight & cors to the old saw pit below the muddy branch and straight on to the outside line and from that said line down to Peter. 

I likewise give and bequeath unto my sons Peter and Robert each of them an equal part of my land and clams in the province of Virginia. 

I likewis give and bequeath unto my children all and every one of them is now single with my daughter's Elisebeth and Lydia each of them an equal part of the remainder of my movable affects by all and every one of them freely to be possesed and enjoyed: and I do hereby utterly disallow revoke and disannul all and every other formal testaments wills legacies and bequeaths and Executors by me in any wise before named willed and bequeathed ratifying and confirming this and no other to be my last will and testament in witness whereof I have hereunto set my hand and seal the day and year above written

Signed sealed published pronounced and declared by the said Robert Patterson as his last will and testament 
in the presence of us the Subscribers 
Nathaniel Harrison, James Dickie

Robrt (R) Patterson
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Figure 15 - The signatures of the testators Nathaniel Harrisn (Harrison) & James Dickie, and the "R" mark of Robert Patterson on Robert’s 1775 Will
*****

August 21, 2003 Update:

The "land and claims in the province of Virginia" no doubt refers to the 265 acres that Robert Patterson "officially" received as a land patent from the state of Virginia on June 27, 1764. In reality, he had lived there, or at least next to that land, since the early to mid 1740's, but waited until 1764 to file for the patent. Perhaps he was preparing to move to the Carolinas in 1764 and therefore wanted to establish legal ownership of his land first.
What happened to this land? In April 1787, Rockingham Co Va records show that Robert Patterson (Jr.) and Peter Patterson sold this land to John Ervin, which was probated on June 25, 1787 in Deed Book 000, page 362, Rockingham Co Va. The original deed of sale has been lost due to the fires (2) that have destroyed so many of the original documents of Rockingham Co. Nonetheless, the court minute books (Book 1) preserved the fact that the sale occurred, and that it was sworn to by oaths of Hy. (Henry) Ervin and John Ervin Jr.
This very fact is the final confirmation that the Robert "R" Patterson of York Co SC was the same Robert Patterson of Linville Creek Va.

*****
Some of Robert Patterson’s Family
Were Loyalists (Tories) During the Revolution
Robert and Sarah’s family seems to have had their share of family divisions, as many families do it seems. In their case, one such division appears to have been over issues concerning the Revolution in the mid 1770’s. Without going into too many details here, it seems that Robert and his sons Robert Jr. and Peter must have shared common convictions. Both of these sons were named as executors of the Will, and both resided in York Co. longer than the rest of their siblings, especially Peter.
On the other hand, Thomas Patterson (the oldest son) and apparently William also, were among those who supported the Loyalists, or Tories, during the Revolution. They were not alone. All three of their brothers-in-law were Loyalists, or at least neutral, depending on the source. Joseph Black (married Sarah Patterson), Daniel Ponder Jr. (married Elizabeth Patterson), and John Black (married Lydia Patterson) were among those who were not on the side of the Revolutionaries. Another close neighbor (and probably relative), Nathaniel Harrison, was another Loyalist. Practically the entire Black family (of CFBC) was on the side of the Tories (Loyalists), or at least claimed to be neutral. The following lists of Tories from York Co., SC was provided by Harald Reksten, entitled “COL. WILLIAM BRATTON'S LIST OF TORIES IN THE REVOLUTION, 26 JULY 1783”:

Peeter Juland Jr. [WP note: last name was Julian]

Benjamin Juland

Peeter Juland

Wm. Juland

Daniel Ponder

Jary Juland

Robert Black

James Irvin

Wm. Patterson

Josaph Black

Thomas Peeterson

John Black

Mathew Black

The Julians, Blacks, Ponders, and Pattersons intermarried frequently during the 1700’s. It is possible that this “James Irvin” may also have been a relative of theirs. This was neither an all-inclusive list of those who were Loyalists, nor was everyone on this list actually in support of the British. Some of these individuals actually signed an “Oath of Neutrality”.
 The following extract is from an article that was written by Betty Jo Hulse, a long-time researcher of the Harrison family. Notice first that the identity of the Harrisons is established, followed by the Oath of Neutrality record. Nathaniel Harrison was the same person who was a testator (witness) to the 1775 Will of Robert Patterson. His wife was Rachel, and his son, Joseph Harrison. The Matthew Black recorded below (1785 and 1788) was not the Matthew Black who had received a land grant on CFBC in the 1760’s, but rather a son or grand son of the elder Matthew. Some researchers believe the younger was a grand son of the elder Matthew, by the elder’s son Robert Black (and Madge Cravens).
In the Rutherford Co., NC court records there is a record showing that Joseph Harrison and Rachel Harrison sold 140 acres of land lying in York Co., SC on both sides of Clarks Fork of Bullocks Creek to Matthew Black, dated 29 July 1785, being the land granted to Nathaniel Harrison in the year 1762. In York Co., SC court records there is recorded the same transaction, only naming Joseph Harrison and his mother Rachel as selling the same land to Matthew Black, land that was granted to Nathaniel Harrison in 1762. In October Court, 1788, York Co., SC there is a record of Joseph Harrison vs Matthew Black, something to do with "debt" and was "dismissed at the defendants cost."

In 1762, when Nathaniel Harrison received his land grant, No 371 Book 23, page 150, in Mechlinburg Co., the line between North Carolina and South Carolina was not yet laid out as it is today ...in 1772 it was surveyed west of the Catawba River, having been surveyed east in 1764. Before these surveys, there were over 1,000 land grants issued by North Carolina in territory that is now South Carolina. These grants were issued from North Carolina counties (present) Bladen, Anson, Mechlenburg, and Tryon. That is why Nathaniel Harrison's grant was recorded in Mechlenburg, when it was in reality in what is now York Co., SC. His land was surveyed 28 Aug 1765 with W. Sims as surveyor, Thomas Harrison and Robert Black as chain bearers. It was entered on record Oct. 26, 1767.
Oath of Neutrality transmitted by Capt. Polk [Ezekiel Polk] New Acquisition, South Carolina... Robert Black, Joseph Black, William Wilson, Daniel Ponder, NATHANIEL HARRISON, John Black, Jacob Garner, James Black came before me and voluntarily made Oath that they will not (unless compelled in self defense) lift arms against the Americans in their present contest with Great Britain nor do anything by work or action which they shall know to be against the American cause. Sworn before me this 3d of October 1775 

Robert Black

Daniel Ponder

Jacob Gerdner

James Black

Joseph Black

Nathaniel Harrison

John Black

William Wilson

Endorsed: 5 Neutral affidavits.

In a book, Biographical Sketches of American Loyalists, Vol. II, by Lorenzo Sobine, on page 526: Carolina Loyalists. Nathaniel, estate confiscated.

There is no further record of Nathaniel Harrison of York Co., SC after 1782 when his name appears on the confiscation list.

Three of those listed above were sons-in-law of Robert and Sarah Patterson (Daniel Ponder, Joseph and John Black).

In contrast, it appears the Cravens were in favor of revolting. Robert and Esther Harrison Cravens never actually lived on CFBC. They had retained their residence in Augusta Co., VA. His brother, William Cravens, had lived on CFBC from about 1766 until 1773. With the Revolution looming ahead, perhaps Cravens determined to return to his home land in Augusta Co., although this writer believes that in doing so he left part of his family in SC. No records have been found concerning any daughters born to William Cravens, but it’s conceivable that there may have been one or more daughters that married some of these young boys who had moved south in the 1760’s, from families such as the Pattersons, or Blacks, or Harrisons, etc. Remember that Thomas Patterson (a likely candidate to be a son-in-law of William Cravens) was the grand father of a Joseph Black Patterson, and a great grandfather of two Joseph Black Pattersons and a William Cravens Patterson. They had those names for a reason. Nonetheless, no EVIDENCE has been uncovered to prove any such THEORY.
The Children of Robert and Sarah _____ Patterson
Robert and Sarah _____ Patterson had the following issue:
1. Mary – b. 1740-43 (Mary was mentioned in Margaret Adams’ Will – 1744, but not in Robert Patterson’s Will – 1775; no further record)

2. Thomas – b. 1740-45; d. 1807-10; m. 1760-64 (spouse’s name unknown)

3. Sarah – b. 1740-48; d. after 1775; m. 1760-62 Joseph Black
4. Robert Jr. – b. 1748-52; d. 1-7-1828; m. 1775-79 Mabel _____
5. Peter – b. 1752-54; d. after 1800; m. (spouse’s name unknown)

6. Elizabeth – b. ca. 1755; d. after 1817; m. ca. 1775 Daniel Ponder Jr.
7. Lydia – b. ca. 1758; d. unknown; m. 1775-80 John Black
8. William – b. 1759-62; d. unknown

Final Comments on the family of Robert and Sarah Patterson:
It is unknown if there were more children born to Robert and Sarah. Only the 2nd – 8th in the above list appeared by name in Robert’s Will. But it is known that there was a Mary Patterson and at least one more child (most likely from the above list) born to Robert by September 3, 1744 as they were mentioned by their grand mother Margaret Adams in her Will as “the children of Robert Patterson”. James Patterson was recorded in at least two Deeds on CFBC during the 1760’s and ‘70’s on land next to Robert Patterson Sr. Was he another son? If so, why wasn’t he mentioned the next year in Robert’s Will? There may have been others, but no other records seem to indicate additional children that may have survived childhood.
There are more specific details involving the children and grand children of Robert and Sarah Patterson that will not be covered in this writing, but rather in subsequent biographical sketches.
Finally, who was Sarah _____ Patterson? Who were her parents? When was she born? These are all questions that are hard (at best) to answer. This writer believes she was the only wife that Robert had. This is based primarily on the fact that their second daughter (second or third child overall) was named Sarah, and so the assumption is that the first daughter was named after a grandmother or aunt, and the second daughter was named after her mother, i.e. Sarah, wife of Robert. This in no way proves anything, but is a working theory. It is now known that Robert was married to a "Sarah" by 1738, according to the Sussex Co DE Land Book 7, which records their sale of the 106 acres they owned there. It seems quite certain that Robert was married only once.
With one wife as the basis for these calculations, it becomes a little easier to follow the logic in that if Sarah’s 1st child was born around 1740, then Sarah was probably born 1715 – 1725, more specifically ca. 1720. With Mary being the first child born to Sarah apparently, that name held some importance. At the same time, given that this is one of the most common names it makes it all the more difficult to trace – and more dangerous to guess. All evidence considered, the Adams family (and Robert Patterson, therefore) appear to have migrated with (or known of) the Harrisons, Cravens, Blacks, Stewarts, and Wrights, all of whom had migrated from the Sussex Co., DE area. Parts of these families had left DE and crossed the DE River into Salem Co., NJ during the 1730’s and early ‘40’s before then migrating west to the LC area of VA. Others from these families went straight from DE into PA and across the Great Wagon Road that way. This writer suspects that further research in those locations will yield invaluable clues as to the identity of Sarah _____ Patterson. Given the time frame (1730’s) it may also yield evidence as to which Harrison married Elizabeth Patterson, as well as the Dollinson who married the other daughter of Margaret Adams. Most of these families migrated across PA to get to the valley of VA, so some of the clues may lie with families who were in PA, not DE. Nonetheless, all evidence points to Sussex Co., DE and the surrounding counties.
Given the recent findings in the land books of Sussex Co DE by Harald Reksten, it is most certain that Robert and Sarah were married in Sussex Co DE by 1738. Robert Patterson had bought his land there in 1732, the same day that a Thomas Black bought the adjoining tract of land. It is known that Robert and Sarah's oldest son was named Thomas Patterson. Was he named after his maternal grand father? Was Thomas Black the father of Sarah _____ Patterson? Pure speculation at this point...
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